he was alone. It was bound to be much worse for the
women than for the men in any case."
" A voyage under those conditions," our visitor
declared, " must have been a sort of hell. I'm very glad
you had the good sense not to take Elsie."
" If they would only let us alone here," my wife
sighed, " I should be perfectly content."
" They are not likely to do that," Lady Fortescue
declared. " The whole place is full of rumours this
morning."
" Don't tell us one of them," I begged. " We listen
to the radio every day and we don't even compare notes
about what we hear. For the rest of the time war doesn't
exist. It's the only way to keep sane in solitude."
" You are very wise," our visitor declared.
" Tell me where you are," I enquired, " and how you
got the petrol to come here ? "
" I am still working at the canteen and still at my own
little house. I have let it, but my tenant does not come in
for another week or two. As for the petrol, I am working
for the French, you see, so I have a small allowance, f ve
used a whole day's coming over to see if you people were
here."
It was a wonderful Christian action, we told her. " You
have a dozen or so charming people to talk to at your
foyer. We haven't a soul here but the Make, and just now
we are not popular."
Lady Fortescue nodded wisely.
" Neither shall I be soon," she confided. " It's no use
concealing the fact, we are not popular just now, and I
really don't see why."
" No war," I begged.
" Not even between us ? "
" Tell me how to find a secretary instead."
She took out a small piece of paper and scribbled a
name and address.
" There you are," she said*   " Her brother is a great
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